Global is the New Local.
John Pickering, Warwick University.

Jeffery Sachs, the 2007 Reith lecturer, in addressing the geopolitics of globalised world, began his series of lectures by declaring the way we live is unsustainable.  Here ‘we’ means us, the rich, those who live in North America, Europe and the developed parts of Asia. 

For once, though, the picture is not one of doom and loss.  A more hopeful message is to be taken home: we can, and must, do what’s necessary to make it sustainable.  In the process, an economic system will emerge which will bring to an end the grotesque disparities in the quality of life which now disfigure the present world order.  It all sounds rather rosy, and a refreshing change from the scare tactics and guilt trips of the past couple of decades.  

My contribution to the workshop will begin with a look at what the Reith lectures had to offer by way of practical, collective tasks that face us – and they had a lot.  I will then explore what effect these tasks may have on our sense of wellbeing, where ‘our’ now means those people of most concern to the ESRC, namely, the population of the UK.

If these tasks are perceived to be too great, there will be impotent despair.  If they are seen as misguided, there will be indifference.  If they are seen as a realistic then they offer the chance for lifestyle change, for new educational objectives and as a means for refreshing a jaded polity.  These alternative all have strong implications for wellbeing.

